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New Hampshire Estates/Oak View Elementary School 

PTA Minutes 

 
April 9, 2013 
 

The meeting was called to order by PTA President Kirian Villalta at 7:45 p.m. in the New Hampshire 
Estates media center. 

In Attendance 

Renee Gamez 
Maria Gomez 
Eva Cruz Palacio 
Marina Vasquez 
Nancy Bateman 
Sulma Romero 
Danica Holley 
Amy Lerman 

Shana Young 
Patrick Stuart 
Aaron Zajic 
Liz Dooley 
Karen Horvath-Wulf 
Matt McGrath 
Randi Field 
Fernando Lopez 

Katherine Ralston 
Vanesa Pinto 
Jose Menendez 
Eduardo Noguera 
Eric Prange 
Belsi Guillen 
Francisca Decarbonel 
 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the February 5, 2012 meeting were approved (no general membership meeting was 
held in March). Minutes are available on the PTA’s yahoo group web page at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nheoakviewpta/. 

Principals’ Report 

Kirian recapped the reports that Ms. Evans and Ms. Salazar gave at the Executive Board Meeting, 
summarized as follows: 
New Hampshire Estates:  

 The students have voted for a new mascot, Buzz the Honeybee. 
 The gym floor is going to be replaced this summer. 
 NHE will offer ELO this summer, but with no afternoon component. All staffing for ELO will be 

regular NHE teachers. 

 Ms. Worley, the media specialist, will be full-time next year. 
 Kindergarten orientation is coming up on May 13 and 14, and there will be no school for 

kindergarteners on those dates. 

 MCPS is predicting 147 kindergarten students next year. NHE is planning for 8 kindergarten 
classrooms, 9 first grade classrooms, and 7 second grade classrooms. The school also has a 
plan B for kindergarten to have 9 classrooms because kindergarten enrollment usually comes in 
higher than predicted. 

 Two cultural arts assemblies are coming up on April 26. None were held last year, but there 
have been three this school year. 

 MAP-P (primary) testing in reading and math is taking place. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nheoakviewpta/
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 Ms. Wallace has been hired as the new full-time music teacher for the rest of this school year, 
and the spring concert will take place as scheduled. NHE will have to fill the position with 
someone from current MCPS staff for next year. 

 
Oak View: 

 MSA testing is complete. Students are still taking MAP-M (math) and MAP-R (reading) online 
testing. 

 The third grade is getting into Curriculum 2.0. The new curriculum takes a lot of teacher 
planning, but teachers love going deep into subject areas. The fourth graders are spending the 
last quarter doing the end of the third grade curriculum 2.0 for math in order to understand the 
new curriculum and learn how to work in small group instruction, because that’s how they will 
be graded. 

 Three new positions will be hired: a .1 instrumental music teacher (4 hours/week); a .4 
academic intervention specialist (2½ days per week to help ESOL student with math 
vocabulary); a new fourth grade teacher, and a .5 media specialist to replace Ms. Gleeson, who 
is going full-time at Pine Crest. 

 ELO will be held this summer and has been staffed, with no afternoon program. It will be for 
students entering third, fourth, or fifth grades. Current fifth graders have an option to take a 
summer school class at Eastern Middle School. 

 Fifth graders will walk over to Eastern soon for a tour and to see a play. Fifth graders are also 
going to the Kreeger Museum this year to learn about art and geography by making a bird’s eye 
view map. This is a successful partnership between schools and the Kreeger that the kids really 
enjoy. 

 
Field Trip Update: 
For extra field trips, $8,000 was allotted and almost $5,000 has been approved so far. We are still 
waiting for the fifth grade team leader to send in the request for the Mt. Vernon trip. The extra field 
trips funded are: 

 Head Start: taking all students to Wheaton Regional Park to ride the train 
 Kindergarten: a trip to the National Zoo 
 First Grade: a Mad Science in-school math/science field trip 
 Second Grade: a tour of the University of Maryland 
 Third Grade: a trip to Brookside Gardens 
 Fourth Grade: a trip to the Baltimore Science Center to view an IMAX movie 
 Fifth Grade: a trip to Mt. Vernon 

Treasurer’s Report 

The PTA Treasurer Claudine Ayigah-McDaniel reported that for the fiscal year to date the PTA has had 
around $12,000 income and around $17,600 in expenses, for a net income (loss) of $5,600. 
 
Bank account balances are as follows: 

 JMB: $2,827.45 
 Checking: $12,676.08 
 Savings: $7,130.90 
 

Kirian explained that the JMB fund is an account managed by the PTA but funded by relatives of former 
NHE principal Joanne Busalacchi. Ms. Evans and Ms. Salazar are able to use these funds to help 
students with expenses such as eyeglasses. 
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Auditing Committee 

Kirian outlined the need for an auditing committee to review the PTA’s financial records for the 2012-
2013 year, which ends on June 30, 2013. Members will need to fill out a form verifying that the books 
have been checked and that everything balances. This should be done by the end of June. Three 
people need to be on this committee, and Kirian is recommending that incoming treasurer Glenn 
Lehman be one of them.  
 
Two more volunteers are needed. Please contact Kirian for more information. 

Membership Dues 

Kirian proposed to raise the PTA’s membership fee from $5 to $10 while still maintaining the $5 fee for 
those families who cannot afford $10. The language about this choice needs to be worked out. 
 
The general membership will vote on the new membership dues at the May meeting. 

Dr. Starr’s Budget 

Cluster coordinator Shruti Bhatnagar handed out postcards for parents to fill out in support of Dr. 
Starr’s budget for funding Montgomery County public schools in the next fiscal year. Dr. Starr’s budget 
will be presented to the County Council for approval. MCCPTA would like to collect 50,000 postcards to 
submit to the County Council. 

PTA 2013-2014 Budget 

Kirian noted that she is working on the PTA’s new budget for the 2013-2014 school year. The budget is 
a living document that can easily be amended. It will also allow for summer spending if necessary.  
 
The general membership will review and vote on the new budget at the May meeting. 

PTA Website 

Kirian provided the address of the PTA’s new website for members to review. Right now it is being 
hosted for free with “wordpress.com” at the end of the address. If the membership approves, the PTA 
can buy its own domain name, which would cost $36 per year for both English and Spanish versions. 
 
The general membership will vote on the purchase of a domain name at the May meeting. 

Budget Amendment 

The fourth grade team leader has requested additional field trip funds from the PTA ($168) to cover 
the cost of parent and staff chaperones on the upcoming trip to the Baltimore Science Center. 
 
The general membership voted to approve this budget amendment. 

Nominating Committee 

Katherine Ralston presented the slate of PTA officers for 2013-2014: 

 Gina Daye for Secretary 
 Glenn Lehman for Treasurer 
 Aaron Zajic for Vice President of Fundraising 
 Patricia Ortiz for Executive Vice President 
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The office of President is still open, and no nominations were made. The nominating committee will 
continue to seek a candidate. 
 
The general membership voted to approve this slate of officers. 

Fundraising Report 

Brenda Bonazelli passed out a list of volunteer slots she needs to fill for the carnival on June 1. The 
volunteer list will be emailed, and Ms. Evans will send it home as well. Kids After Hours is providing the 
inflatables but will have only four staff available to monitor the generators. Adult volunteers are needed 
to supervise the inflatables and the games. Volunteers are also needed for the popcorn and cotton 
candy machines, the bake sale, and the admission table. Students can volunteer for those jobs to 
receive SSL hours. 
 
Nancy Bateman reminded everyone that bingo night is this Friday and is a really great community 
building and fundraising event. There will be lots of prizes, and bingo cards will be only four for a dollar 
so that everyone can play lots of bingo games. 

Roundtable Update 

The first meeting was on March 11 at Oak View, and the second meeting will be on April 15 at NHE. 
The roundtable representatives are Celia Zuniga, Jose Raul Amador, Vanesa Pinto, Karen Horvath-Wulf, 
Kirian Villalta, Susanne Mount, and two of our Cluster Coordinates, Shruti Bhatnagar and Kathy Larin. 
At the first meeting the representatives made a list of criteria to be used in their recommendation. Also 
at the first meeting MCPS revealed how each school’s capacity would be affected by a separation, and 
presented four options for dealing with the excess capacity that would result at Oak View. A flyer has 
been sent home to parents summarizing the information provided by MCPS at the meeting. The PTA 
would like to know what questions parents have about the data that has been presented so far, and if 
there is any other information you would like to have. 

Reminders 

The next PTA meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 7, 2013 at 7:00 pm at Oak View.  
 
Please note that PTA meetings will now alternate between NHE and Oak View.  
 
The meeting adjourned around 9:20 pm. 










