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New Hampshire Estates/Oak View Elementary School 

PTA Minutes 

 
May 7, 2013 
 

The meeting was called to order by PTA President Kirian Villalta at 8:00 p.m. in the New Hampshire 
Estates media center. 

In Attendance 

Kirian Villalta 
Renee Gamez 
Aaron Zajic 
Suzanne Mount 

Liz Dooley 
Patrick Stuart 
Brenda Bonazelli 
Glen Lehman 

Katherine Ralston 
Rebecca Bond 
 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the April 9, 2012 meeting were approved. 

2013-2014 Membership Form 

Kirian discussed the revised language of the new 2013-2014 membership form. The wording has been 
changed to eliminate the word “FARMS” and to allow parents to choose between regular ($10) or 
reduced-fee ($5) membership (see attached). 
 
The general membership voted to approve the 2013-2014 membership form and dues. 

PTA Website 

Kirian brought in her laptop to present the PTA’s new website. She will send out another 
announcement about it when the domain name purchases are finalized. The domain names are 
nheovpta.com (English) and nheovpta-es.com (Spanish). Kirian is still working on the “donate” button. 
 
The general membership voted to approve the website and the proposed domain name purchases. 

Principals’ Report 

Kirian recapped the reports that Ms. Evans and Ms. Salazar gave at the Executive Board Meeting, 
summarized as follows: 
New Hampshire Estates:  

 Ms. Evans brought in thank you letters from students in all grades that thanked the PTA for the 
extra field trips. 

 There will be an art show tomorrow at 6 pm. 
 Schoolwide testing (MAP-P) began today and will continue through the 31st. 
 Kindergarten registration will be held on Monday and Tuesday. About 100 Head Start children 

and about 50 new children have appointments to register for kindergarten. 
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 May 16 will be the last family involvement activity; it will be a curriculum night for pre-K and 
Head Start families.  

 May 17 will be Career Day for second graders. 
 The spring concerts will be held on May 22 for Head Start and grade 2 and May 23 for 

kindergarten and grade 1. 

 On May 24 the school will hold a volunteer appreciation luncheon. 
 Field Day will take place on May 28 for grades 1 and 2 and May 29 for Head Start and 

kindergarten. 
 ELO is all set up and already filled up. There will be four classes of ELO for each grade (K, 1, 

and 2). There will be bus service to the Long Branch Community Center for aftercare. 
 
Oak View: 

 There will be a teacher and cafeteria worker appreciation breakfast in the lounge tomorrow. 

 Interims are coming home this week. 
 Teachers are participating in Dr. Starr’s book club and have read “How Children Succeed.” 

Teachers will use character education to teach kids that success is based on how hard you 
work. Teachers previously read “Mindset” and will participate in the book club again next year. 

 Promethean boards will be installed soon. 
 Teachers want to thank the PTA for the new math games purchased for indoor recess. 
 Students are finishing up MAP-R and MAP-M tests which will show their progress from 

September to June. 

 The county’s Honors Chorus has five members from Oak View who auditioned earlier this year. 
They will be in a performance at Paint Branch High School. 

 Two Oak View students will appear in a Lumina Studios production of Nicholas Nickleby. 
 On May 16 there will be an art show and instrumental music concert. Flyer coming home soon. 
 On May 17 all fifth graders will present a science project; parents will be invited. 
 The school recently held a Parents’ Night for parents of ESOL students and will soon hold one 

for parents of IEP students. 

 The Kreeger Museum continues to work closely with Oak View, trying out new programs on 
students. At the Kreeger, students can get very close to the art. 

 The fifth grade promotion ceremony will be held the day before the last day of school. 
 ELO is all set up and almost full. There will be two classes for each grade. There will be bus 

service to the Long Branch Community Center for aftercare. 
 
Kirian also noted that there will be a PTA membership table at the kindergarten orientations on May 13 
and 14 (from 9 am to 2 pm) and she needs volunteers to talk to new parents about the PTA. 

Treasurer’s Report 

The current budget is attached. The current bank balances are as follows: 
 JMB: $2,775.87 

 Checking: $10,439.34 
 Savings: $7,031.02 

All check requests are due by May 31 (except for carnival expenses). 
 
Kirian presented some new line items in the budget: 

 Income: The PTA will try to get corporate sponsorships (see attached). 
 Oak View Expense: Ms. Salazar has made a landscaping request of $500 to spruce up the hilly 

areas that are bare and the area by the dogwood tree. 
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 NHE Expense: Ms. Evans has made a request for $1500 to replace the school sign, which is 
from 1984 and is rotting. 

 FLES Scholarships: A line item to pay for FLES scholarships has been added to the budget. We 
can choose to fund either 50% or 75% scholarships. At 50%, 19 students at each school could 
be funded. At 75%, nine students at each school could be funded.  

 
The general membership will vote on these four budget proposals at the June meeting. 

Roundtable Update 

The PTA sent a roundtable survey home in backpacks and also held a special morning coffee hosted by 
Debbie Szyfer that was attended by about 30 people. Fewer than 20 roundtable surveys were returned 
(although lots of responses were received for the general PTA survey). The next roundtable meetings 
will be May 15 and May 22 at Oak View. PTA members must have their membership card with them to 
vote on the PTA position paper at the June 4 PTA meeting. 

MCPS Reorganization of Office of School Support and Improvement 

The Community Superintendent positions are being eliminated. Instead there will three school 
improvement teams, one each for high schools, middle schools, and elementary schools. The high 
school and middle school teams will each be led by an Associate Superintendent and the elementary 
school group will be led by four Associate Superintendents. Our current Community Superintendent, 
Bronda Mills, is trying to stay with the elementary schools in this area because she is already familiar 
with them. 

Nominating Committee 

Katherine announced one new nomination—Kirian Villalta for President. Katherine also announced that 
Gina Daye has withdrawn her nomination for Secretary, and she will continue to seek a nominee for 
that position.  
 
The general membership will vote for PTA President at the June meeting. 

FLES 

Rebecca Bond has volunteered to coordinate a FLES (foreign language) program for the PTA (see 
attached). Big Learning is a nonprofit organization that provides instructors and curriculum for 
afterschool classes in French, Spanish, and Chinese. The introductory classes are for younger students 
and use different fairy tale themes. The beginner classes are for older students and are more 
conversational. The PTA hopes to offer two 12-week programs (fall and winter) so students can study 
one language all year or try two different ones. The PTA will offer some partial scholarships for 
students, and Big Learning offers some of its own scholarships. Big Learning recommends a 
coordinator for each school, so a volunteer is needed to coordinate at NHE. Rebecca has five years of 
experience running FLES programs and will be available to help. 

Bus Driver/Crossing Guard Breakfast 

Jennifer Paul will send out an announcement on May 8 for donations. The brown bag breakfasts will be 
distributed on May 15. 
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Teacher Appreciation Luncheons 

These will take place on May 29 at Oak View and May 30 at NHE. Katherine Ralston will send out 
requests. Lunch shifts at NHE are from 10:30 am to 2 pm and at Oak View they are 11:15 am to 1:15 
pm. 

Spring Carnival 

Brenda still needs adult volunteers. A flyer went home last week, and another flyer will come home 
about donating baked goods and cakes. 

Fundraising Report 

A restaurant night at El Golfo will be held on Monday, June 3. 

Reminders 

The next PTA meeting (Ice Cream Social) will be held on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 at 7:00 pm at New 
Hampshire Estates. Previously elected officers will be introduced to everyone, and the general 
membership will be voting on:  

 2013-2014 Budget 
 PTA Roundtable Position Paper 
 PTA President 

 
The meeting adjourned around 8:45 pm. 


















