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New Hampshire Estates/Oak View Elementary School 

PTA Minutes 

 
October 2, 2012 
 

The meeting was called to order by Kirian Villalta at 6:35 p.m. in the New Hampshire Estates all-
purpose room. 

In Attendance 

Yesehia Baquedano 
Alba Diaz 
Soila Aquilar 
Clio Berney 
Mirta Martinez 
Rosa Menjivar 
Susanne Mount 
Ana Rodriguez 
Jose Mejia 
Omar Leiva 
Maria Olga Pineda 
Juana Montoya 
Gerver-Danilo Juarez 
Maria Sanchez 
Felinda Galiz 
Mauricio Garcia 
Renee Gamez 

Kirian Villalta 
Claudine Ayigah-McDaniel 
Brenda Bonazelli 
Felipe Morales 
Saula Barrera 
Jaron Ramirez 
Oneida Quezada 
Fitzroy Davidson 
John Alcoba 
Rosario Gomez 
Juan Diaz 
Patrick Stuart 
Oquilio Mendoza 
Melvin Alfaro 
Francisco Irahita 
Jose Raul Amador 
Vernon Jones 

M. Gorro 
Vanesa Pinto 
Katherine Ralston 
Andre Nono 
Ermine Boufang 
Malise Ngounou 
Santos Isabel Diaz 
Flor Velasquez 
Maria Rivas 
Victorina Cabrera 
Marina Vasquez 
Thelma Cabrera 
Williams Molina 
Jacob Tita 
Oben Takor 
Aaron Zajic 
Glenn Lehman 

Approval of Minutes 

Renee Gamez provided an overview of the minutes of the PTA general meeting on 9/4/2012 and the 
executive board meeting on 9/20/2012 and motioned to approve the minutes. The minutes were 
approved. Minutes are available on the PTA’s yahoo group web page. 

Bylaws Update 

Katherine Ralston spoke about our need to update the PTA bylaws. The bylaws are the rules that 
govern our PTA, and we are required to update them every three years. This task must be completed 
by November. We need a group of three or more people to revise the bylaws (using a template). This 
committee can propose changes or keep the bylaws the same. The revised bylaws will need to be 
approved by the general membership at the November meeting. Please see Katherine or Kirian to 
volunteer. 
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Proposed Tile Mosaic Mural for Oak View ES 

Vernon Jones, Oak View’s assistant principal, spoke about Oak View’s request for PTA funding of a tile 
mosaic mural. The funds would be used to pay for the services of an artist in residence, Mr. Arturo Ho. 
Mr. Ho, together with Oak View’s art teacher, Ms. McCarron, would work with students to create tiles 
that he would then use to create a permanent mural in the front of the building. The theme of the 
mural would be tied to the social studies’ curriculum about communities for all grade levels, possibly 
focusing on Sligo Creek. Mr. Ho has completed similar murals at Rolling Terrace ES and the Takoma 
Park Library. 
 
Ms. Salazar will likely secure a grant to cover the costs of the art materials, and MCPS will cover the 
cost of framing and hanging the mural on the school’s wall. Ms. Salazar proposed that the PTA provide 
$3,500 to pay for Mr. Ho’s services. This would require us to amend our budget. 
 
The general membership had many questions about how the PTA would fund this project, such as 
whether it would come directly from our reserves or from eliminating other line items. The PTA 
currently has around $16,000 in reserve that does need to be drawn down. We are currently budgeted 
to draw this down by around $6,000 this school year. Katherine Ralston pointed out that, according to 
the MCCPTA, an appropriate reserve for a PTA is around $5,000. PTA Treasurer Claudine Ayigah-
McDaniel proposed that the budget could be amended to cover the cost by increasing our drawdown 
by another $1,500 and by increasing fundraising by $2,000. Patrick Stewart questioned whether it was 
realistic to increase fundraising by another $2,000, and Fundraising Chair Aaron Zajic said it was not 
very likely. Kirian stated that she does not want to charge for the Festival of Cultures, although a raffle 
would be another idea. Therefore it is likely that the $2,000 will also come from our reserves. Vanesa 
Pinto requested that a simpler version of the budget be prepared for the membership to review in 
these situations. 
 
Several members wanted to know how much time each child would spend working with the artist and 
what exactly they would get out of it. Others wondered if this was a high priority for the PTA, and 
whether money would be better spent on expanding clubs. Finally, Aaron Zajic made a motion to 
postpone the discussion until next year, and he volunteered to study the proposal more and get the 
details people wanted. The motion was seconded by Clio Berney and passed by the general 
membership. 

PTA Ad Hoc Committee 

Celia Zuniga presented a report from the PTA Ad Hoc Committee. A packet was sent to Dr. Starr last 
spring concerning the request for a roundtable. The roundtable would provide information on the 
implications of a possible split between the schools. Dr. Starr will address this at the Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP) meeting on October 30. There will also be a meeting of Board of 
Education candidates at the Long Branch Community Center on October 10. 

Festival of Cultures 

Kirian Villalta asked that anyone volunteering to bring a dish to the Festival of Cultures to please speak 
with her, and remember that this is not a traditional potluck. Volunteers need to be ready to serve a 
taste of their dish to a large group of people and to staff a table about their country. The table can 
have displays about the country, artifacts from it, and tastes of typical foods. So please sign up with 
Kirian with your name, country, dish, and any artifacts. Volunteers are also needed for set up and clean 
up. The Festival of Cultures will be held on Saturday, November 3 from noon to 3 pm at NHE. 
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Reminders 

Glenn Lehman reported that there are currently 116 PTA members. Please see him if you still need to 
join for this year. Dues are $5. Everyone who has joined will get a membership card at the next PTA 
meeting. 
 
Our next PTA meeting is supposed to be on November 6 (the first Tuesday of the month), but that day 
is Election Day and schools are closed. Kirian will announce the date of the meeting later this month.  
 
Volunteers are still needed for NHE’s Scholastic Book Fair, which is next week (October 8-12). Please 
see Katherine Ralston if you want to volunteer. 
 
The meeting adjourned around 7:45 pm. 


